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THE EDITOR G DESK

SHAUKI HALIME , USA

"Be the change you want to see in the world."

My Beloved Druze Society,

AProgress i s i mp o dtsi$ hdrde to believe hhatu with the
change, and those who cannot changepublication of this edition, we will be
their minds cannot clkéaebeatainyg htAh faréThey € _ -

Dawno . So many have Inside this issue: h o

Whether we like it or not change ismuch they have come to treasure thi gpaqa Al Atrash Janbey 3
happeningright now! We can decide to be magazine. We have groviremendously and
active participants of our future possibilitiegvolved along the way, having reachet
or sit back and allow change to envelope uBousands of Druze in every country aroun:USA-HOUSTON CONVENTI(

REINCARNATION 4

which will ultimately diminish us. A T h ehe world and we continue to grow every day. ENGLANBSilver Jubilee 16
possibilities are numerous once we decide LEBANONDESW 2526
toactand not react. o Many readers value the_ opportunity tc pve—— »
read about how our beautiful culture an
Druze immigrants have made their way alheritage has spread around the world alo -

around the world & now outnumber the Druzevith how each area is able to keep th UPCOMING EVENTS 9
in the Middle East. Our numbers are culture alive in their new community. One :

. . . . ._ My Path as a 1st Gen. Americar] 8, 35
increasing but yet the Druze world of the hallmarks of this magazine is : :
community is growing smallet Our valuable inclusion: we seek to include all Druze Heat& CouragRajaa Halabi 20
heritage is threatened to be melted away infamilies.  Every inclusion is meant to My First Druze Convention 23
the vast modern world, through intermarriageenlighten and inform us of the diversity pr. Abdullah NAJJAR 27

faith conversion & t huthinfiouroowe commumiyywhioh. keeps USKEIREIUs & STRAIGHT TAL 10, 13
strong and connected.

So what should we do? It is a daunting SCLLAND 37
task but one that we can all overcome We h o p Al FajriThetDavind w i ARGENTINA L ad
together. Be active in your Druzeinspire you to truly live your own faith as MONTREAL, CANADA 17

community no matter how big or small it isyou learn about the various Druze around tt g 5 ,0m 19
Reach out, regardless of native land. Wegorld & encourage you to actively

must welcome everyone Druze, no mattgrarticipate in your Druze community where "RANCE 62
what, anyone with a drop of Druze blood ever you may live. AUSTRALIA 28
and their families should always feel BRAZIL
welcome to participate. We do not have a Faithfully yours,
Druze country to support usje only have

Druze Council of North Ar.

. USA- Seattle Chapter
each other to depend on Shau kl USA- Michigan, S. Cal, TriStat 32,34
CANADA Toronto 31
e Scholarship Award Winners 33
Congratulations! 38
AL FAJR THE DAWN MAGAZINE |z 39
In Memoriam 47
PUBLISHER & EDITOR-IN-CHIEF: SHAUKI HALIME | i

Next Issue will include:

DESIGN & CREATIVE DIRECTOR: SARAH HALIME VENEZUELA

"You give but little when you give of your possessions. It is when you give of yourself that you
Gibran Khalil Gibran
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Ghada Al Atrash
Janbey

British Columbia, CAN

s an Arab Druze raised in the
United States of America, the
question of identity has always
played a critical role in my formation as an
individual. My family emigrated from Syria in
1986, and my parents
was to make certain that their culture and
beliefs were a part
and identity in a new, foreign society.
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The West ignited a deep fear in their
hearts. Their concern lied in the
uncertainty of what could become of their
children who neither fully shared their old
beliefs nor were completely a part of the
new culture, but rather a third culture, an
amalgam of the old and the new. And it is
this third culture, the hybrid product of the
fusion between two cultures and identities,
which | will discuss in this short article.

The hybrid product is often looked at by
many of us a negative connotation
insinuating the denial of the traditions of the
past to continue. However, after living in the
West for more than twenty years, | have
come to believe otherwise. The hybrid
product is rather the continuation of the
mutual development of the old and the
new. It is a beautiful blend of the two
cultures i taking the best from both worlds.

There are certainly legitimate reasons for
first generation immigrants to shrink away
from the new culture that threatens to
envelope them. They begin to realize that
they are in danger of losing their old
traditions and identity, and in turn, they
become uncompromisingly determined to

League in New Yor k,
preserve and renew the traditions of their
past, and moreover, expect their children to
embrace their mythic memory and the
utopian past that they themselves have left
behind.

6 relentless struggl

In turn, the question of identity becomes a

By Ghada Al Atrash Janbey

Ghada Al Atrash Janbey is a Weekly Columnist in the Cranbrook Daily Townsman newspaper, in
Cranbrook, BC, Canada. She holds a Master of Arts in English Literature with an emphasis on Post-
Colonial Literature from the University of Oklahoma, USA. Her undergraduate degree is a BA in Business
and International Studies from Abilene Christian University, Texas. She worked at Harken Energy
Corporation in Texas prior to pursuing her graduate studies. She was also an Adjunct Lecturer of Arabic at
the University of Oklahoma. A member of Rotary International.
Janbey & a mother of three - Selma (11), Aamer (5), and Marcel (3). She migrated with her family from
Syria in 1986. The daughter of former Syrian Ambassador, Dr. Jabr Al-Atrash. Director of the New
Pen

Ghada Al Atrash is married to Dr. Ehsan

formed to carry on
cultural product as strength rather than
weakness? Our children are a
representation of that amalgam, the
mutuality of the old and the new, one that
allows for the past to emerge into a

@leveloped, refined, and growing product.

gonstant epfessure; for hold @ldnand newa Wengugt learn, and further recognize, that it

generations. Parents
naturally long to instill
their views and traditions

and cultural beliefs in
their children, but the
children are in turn

. presented with quite a

] complicated undertaking
y = S as the indoctrinated
BN cultural practices are
A nowhere to be found in
: the new surroundings, a
= cry often heard from our
second generation Druze voices struggling
to construct an identity.

Here, a notion often discussed in literature
known as Acul tur al
relevant within the context of our article.
This notion calls for the recognition of pre-
given cultural conten
past, and further examines how the intermix
of the pre-given components with the
present is what vyields each collective
identity in a multicultural humanity.

It is important to keep in mind that the pre-
given/old that we hold onto is safe and
preserved in our chi
furthermore, part of the new fusion of
cultures. Why not reflect on the hybridized

is impossible to be solely the old in a new
existence. However, what is possible is to
preserve that old while embracing the
new, in a hybrid third space. We must
accept that some of our cultural practices
will be compromised in order to allow for the
new to evolve.

| will leave my readers with a familiar
excerpt from KThe Proghet
that sums up my thoughts.

Your children are not your children
They are the sons and daughters of

Lifeds |l onging f
They come through you but not from
you,

andyhougd they ase with ¥ @ua/at éhey
belong not to you.

You may give them your love but not
%MPWr”@thtﬁ 0orm oné
For they ave their own thoughts.
You may house their bodies but not
their souls,
for their souls dwell in the house of
tomorrow, which you cannot visit, not
even in your dreams.
You may strive to be like them,
| dutseek got to make then ke yod.n d
For life goes not backward nor tarries
with yesterday. X
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REINCARNATION &
PAST LIFEMEMORIES

all know that we are
egoing to die. What
hen? Is there a further

life? All the major religions, Christianity,
Islam, Buddhism & Hinduism, share the
belief that we will live on after we die.
They come up with two basic forms of
after-death existence.

1. We live forever after death in a non-
physical world. This is the dominant
doctrine in Christianity, Judaism &
Islam with important exceptions.

2. We not only survive death but we will
be born again into physical existence.
And we have lived a physical life
before we were born. Reincarnation &
is the dominant view in Buddism,
Hinduisn & within Islam among the
Druze & the Alevites of Turkey & Syria.

3. The third and non-religious view
rejects any idea of life after death.

The official dogma of a religion & the
belief of its population is never exactly the
same. Only in Turkey among the Islamic
countries has a representative survey
been conducted on
the belief in
reincarnation. There
31% believed in
reincarnation  which
shows that not only
Alevites but also
some Sunnis share
this belief. Surveys in
32 European
countries show that
23% believe in
reincarnation & 22%

do so in the USA.

By Dr. Erlendur Haraldsson, Ph.D.
Professor Emeritus of Psychology

There is another question related to
reincarnation. Why do some people,
children even more but also adults, claim
to have memories of episodes from a
previous life? This is particularly
interesting in young children who have
been little exposed to the world around
them.

Such children usually start to speak
about a previous life round the age of two
to three. Analysis of the contents of such
cases reveals interesting features, such

as the frequent images/memories of
having gone

through a violent ‘

death, death by F X

accident,| W
actions of war or

murder. These

children  also

sometimes have

phobias  that

they relate to

the memories of

how they died.

For example, a person with memories of
drowning may have a phobia of water.

Another frequent characteristic of
these children is that they may say to their
parents that they want to go back to their
real parents, & that they want to find their
previous home. The reason for this is that
the sudden, unexpected death that these
children describe usually took place at a
rather young age. The children may also
have some memories of the location
where they lived, sometimes their
previous name, the people who lived
around them, & what they did for their
livelihood. In particular many of them
remember the events that lead to their
death. It is never so that a whole life is
remembered, only some scenes or
episodes, & their number may vary a lot.
Sometimes they are only four to five,

University of Iceland

Resides in Iceland, has studied and researched Reincarnation with Prof. lan Stevenson (a pioneer
in the field of Reincarnation studies) and has published numerous studies & journals on cases
throughout the world. He will be a guest speaker at the Cleveland Convention in November 2009.

sometimes a few dozens different facts
are mentioned. On the average these

memories can be broken down into
around twenty different facts or
statements.

Do these alleged memories have
some truth in them or are they fictions of
imagination? Many attempts have been
made to verify these memories in children.
Prof. lan Stevenson of the University of
Virginia pioneered in this research & wrote
several books & many articles about the
subject. The author & a few others have
also investigated a
fair number of cases

found in  many
different countries of
the world.

The attempts to find
out if there is some
kernel of truth in
these past-life
memories have had a
degree of success in
number. A deceased person who died
before the child was born has been found
whose life events & characteristics
correspond to a | ar
statements. In other instances such
attempts of verification have failed.

Since 1988 | have studies about
hundred cases in Sri Lanka & Lebanon, &
in other countries. Reports on several
individual cases have been published in
journals & can also be found on my
homepage: http://www.hi.is/~erlendur/.
Jim Tucker has written a highly
recommendable book: Life Before Life
published in 2005. Particularly relevant for
the Druze community is New Clothes For
Old Souls by Guy Playfair & Erlendur
Haraldsson published in 2006 by the
Druze Heritage Foundation in London.x

Success is not final, failure is not fatal: it is the courage to continud/Nhadtoaudksirchill
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Magnificent Houston
Thanksgiving Convention
n Alremendous

Successo

Reported by: Shauki Halime, USA

h derful . hich  will b ADS President, Mr. Souheil
What a wonderful convention, which will never be Ghaoui, Houston Chapter (on Left)

forgotten by all who attended. The warmth and hospitality of presenting the award to
the Houston Chapter was more than any one expected. No Clovis Maksoud
wonder it was selected as the Chapter of the Year. It was
clear the entire community, worked together under the ]
outstanding leadership of Mr. Souheil Ghaoui, to make this

a fantastic event, from the initial warm welcome to the final
goodbye. Many new friends were made by everyone.

Over 800 individuals attended, families came from
everywhere, which made for a diverse and interesting
atmosphere and made it a National Convention. The
dynamic and hardworking Convention Chair, Mr. Tarek
Amine seemed to never sleep as he ensured the smooth .
running of all the activities and events. The entire team ADS President, Mr. Souheil
seemed to work effortlessly together to make sure guests of Ghaoui, Houston Chapter (on Right
all ages had a great time, the planning had started over a The Dynamic Convention presents Mr. Moustafa Moukarim
year before and it showed. Chair’ Mr. Tarek Amine with Award

»

The lovely Mrs. Dima Suki put together a
fantastic exhibition that was a unique, one of a kind
presentation. The hospitality suite was constantly
open with outstanding quality which highlighted the
generosity of the Chapter & its sponsors.

The extraordinary Gala evening
was a visual delight in green, each
table had an amazing floral
bouquet. The evenings MC was
Mr. Ray Helal, the program also
included a wonderful fashion show
by Ms. Mouawad. Sheikh
Moustafa Moukarim was
honored by the Houston Chapter
as well as the distinguished Dr.
Clovis Maksoud was made an .
honorary member, which was a touch of class. Houston Chaptel‘ Convention Boal‘d Members

Dr. Anis Obeid, Dr. Melhim Salman with Sheikh
Moustafa Moukarim presented a number of very valuable
seminars during the convention. The trip to the NASA space
center was a very interesting an enlightening adventure.

Our warmest thanks & appreciation to everyone who
helped make this a memorable and outstanding
Convention. We are looking forward to repeat this Event
in Houston. x

www.DruzeWorldwide.com d HOME OF AL FAJR THE DAWN DRUZE INTERNATIONAL MAGAZINE
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Weakness of attitude becomes weakness of challzateEinstein
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HOLY LAND

The Druze Identity and Current Challenges

By: Mr. Said Naffaa

A Member of the Israeli Knesset
for the Arab National Democratic Assembly.

IEAA S

agreed to receive the
populations who resided, an
are still, on that land. .

November 2, 1947, or we
people who had been remoV
forcefully from the Jewis!

“TVNOILYNYILN |

section, or who have be
received by Israel from Jord
according to the Rhuddg
Agreements of 1949.

Therefore, it has dealt andT"
still deals with them, not as|a

national and unifiedninority, O
but as groups of minorities"™
according to their religious'<
and sectarian groups. Thi
gives them religious rights,
but not equal citizenship orX>
human rights as anZ2
indigenous population. O

Israel considered this
dangerous demographic problg
and their main issue was: How

The Druze sect, as it is known, is deal with this minority?

Middle Eastern religious minority group.

Ethnically and culturally they are Arab; Israel was aware of th
their ethnic origin goes back to the originednsequences of recognizing
Arab clans living in the region, and theihese people as a national minority because The more dangerous treatment was|the
religious origin as an Islamic reforrauch recognition meant that Israel would hastel doctrine of "divideandrule." Israe
movement goes back to the™Century. to give them national rights according implemented a policy that aimed at dealing
The sect developed in Egypt as an offshégernational law. with the sects separately. It took the small
of Shiéa Ismadilism under the rul e ofsectsangimposed special policies on each in
sixth caliph of the Fatimid dynasty of Furthermore, it could not transfer thegrder to separate them from the other sects of
Egypt, Alhakim Biamrillah (AD 966 the population. At times, Israel even

1020). created contradictory interests between
them when it suited its aims.

Worldwide, there are approximate
1.3 million Druze, who live mainly ig}
Syria (approx. 50%), Lebanon (apprq
40%), Jordan (approx. 1%), and Isr§
(approx. 5%).

The Druze were, of course, part of this
environment, and they were the first
sacrifice of this policy, followed by
other small sects like the Circassians.

Israeli policy has aimed at recasting the
Druze religious identity as a national
identity, thus separating and alienating
them from other Arab citizens of Israe|.

The Druze community living in Isra
resides in eighteen mountainous village
the north of the country. In 2007,
Druze community in Israel number
approximately 96,000 souls (approx. 1.
of Il srael s popul 4
Arab minority).

Ihe the words of Yaobs
early Foreign Ministry official, Israel
would use the Druze &
of a knife to stab in the back of Arab

In 1948, they numberg
uni ty. o

approximately 13,200 souls, which ) . s
about 9% of the remaining 156,0pMr- Said Naffa with Mr. Shauki Halime at the Druzg

Palestinians after the Nagba ghd Convention in Washington, DC, in July 2009. JIn 1951, the Israeli Parliament (The
establishment of Israel. Knesset) legislated the Compulsory
o . as it had previously done with the rest of thglitary Service Law, which stated that every
The majority of the Palestinianggjestinian population, because under {REREN citizen must be mobilized in the "IDF,
including the Druze, who remained in thqrementioned 1949 Rhudos Agreeme atever his natlona.l identity. This law also
area being controlled by the new state Wgiae| had received additional land held Byithorized the Israeli government to exempt
residents of the part of Palestine that Witdan in the area of the Mouthalath. $rtain individuals or groups for individual,

supposed to be part of the Palestinian stalg;nange for receiving the land, Israel had
in accordance with U.N. resolution of

(Continued on page 37)

www.DruzeWorldwide.com d HOME OF AL FAJR THE DAWN DRUZE INTERNATIONAL MAGAZINE
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My Path as a 1st
Generation Americ

By Hana B. Abu Khzam

)\’:IV}

The second of Bahij & Suzanne Abu-Khzam's four daughters, Hana was born in California &
raised between the states & Lebanon. She is a graduate of University of California, Berkeley

Home is Where the Heart Is

If it were easy to be a pioneer, anyone
could become one. Taking steps toward
a path not yet taken is daring,
guestionable, & pretty darn scary! At the

where she also completed a semester abroad at American University of Beirut (AUB). Hana
is a Project Manager in the legal department of the pharmaceutical company Amgen. She is
26 & engaged to be married to her sweetheart, Fadi Khair Amer, (he is a graduate of UCLA

undergrad and Harvard Law School) in 2010.

Il inguistic
averageo

c | a sthime-s accéptanee pdtlager o evere attend

this, | became relentless to find a way my mother, | just wanted to apply so |
have

to bridge the cultural gaps. ljoinedmy di dn' t t o
high school basketball team &
student counsel. Through school |
services, | found a way to have a

social life through school terms

wo n

upbr i ngi ngnydrdam imiversay. As | &glanpditd ¢

same time, if youorthat @y tfamily woulde pee
American living with newly immigrated COMf ortabl e. |

parents, there are not many paved paths applied myself to dedicating all of | @
you can take. my spare time to extracurricular |

activities on the court or on stage
198006s aMal i B«C,o mmi s s i|
Entertainment o
inspired to integrate into society
creatively.

VSN - 3AILDO3IdSd3Id 11NndYVY

Adol escence:
California

Challenge, | came to find at a young age,
is a key element to understanding

balance. | was raised in a predominately As the first woman in my family

Caucasian, beach town, by ethnic to move away from home for g g Y

parents who strove to preserve their Arab reasons other than marriage, JELRSEX : X N

routes & way of life. That said, you could even attending my dream . "
imagine how taboo it was to assimilate col | ege, UC Berk é—l?ng vlth Feﬁ Qf‘[aerlltso §u,zanrw grgd Bahij

into the social circles around us. a challenge!! So | applied for as
many scholarships as | could, took | remember turning white when |

This may not come as asurprisetothose every opportunity adually doursic Qad'ss acc@ptandes

who know me, but | was one of those m a n vy packagein my mailbox one day. How
anxious kids who always asked, attributes  to was | going to break the news to my
iMommy, whato6s that my Paventsd & parents? | remember stuttering the
that?060 & fABut why?¢ 1e&en JiRspired in@wvs to my mom first, watching her
answers |ike, fANoo tHem st@ Ivdit Se&Pof pride & joy, a lot of jumping up

caused me to become more curious.
Especially by the time | reach high
school.

campus in an
attempt  to
persuade
them. Though
| was setting all the prep work, | myself
was filled with doubt about actually
having the chance, receiving the

in down, & finally my mom yanking on
my hair with bittersweet excitement.
Looking back at that moment, | realize
now that | cried because even though |
had dreamt of that moment for years, |
never thought it would actually come.

(Continued on page 35)

Academia & Letting Go

Making friends in high school is hard
enough, without adding the cultural &

In this life we cannot always do great things. But we can do small things with great lov
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Make

Plans

- check our website
www.DruzeWorldwide.com clickon EVENTS

All information and program details are listed there.

For Convention Detalils

Cleveland, Ohio, USA
Nov 25 to 29, 2009

The 10th Annual - Mini Convention
¢ DR. ERLUNDER HARALDS SON

**  Special Guest Speaker on Reincarnation
& Young Adult Activities

Please make a plan to
join your friends and family
during the Thanksgiving
Holiday. Events planned
are listed at right.

& Religious Educational Seminars s
€ Rock & Roll Hall of Fame ;
& Entertainment =

Thanksgiving weekend

PAGE 9

ISCheduIe of

BUpcoming
Druze

Conventions

Check
DruzeWorldwide.com

We hope to see you there! B
S Sao Paulo, BRAZIL
j }' Oct 9 - 12, 2009

3rd Unitarist DRUZE International &
2nd Young BRAZILIAN DRUZE Convention

The event will take place at the
headquarters of Lar Druzo Brasileiro (Brazilian Druze Home)
All are welcomel!

Maturin, VENEZUELA
January 2010

At the 5 Star Morichal Largo Hotel

Organizing Corr:mittee Members
] — - < r. .

The Schedule ; "‘\'g
plans for a )
Great Arab Night
so bring a .
costume! i 3
; o
- .,
b ‘:.—-3:'2'-‘ Nisrin Yordi Acram Abou

Abou Chakra Said

_under
EVENTS
for more details !!

BRAZIL
Oct 9 - 12, 2009

e Sao Paulo - 3rd Annual

USA
Nov 25 - 29, 2009

e Cleveland, Ohio

10th Annual Mini - Conv.

VENEZUELA
January, 2010

e Maturin

24th Annual Conv.

AUSTRALIA
January 2010

e 5th Annual BDW

CANADA
May 21 - 24, 2010

¢ Toronto, Ontario

7th Annual Convention

USA
Jun 29 - Jul 4, 2010

e Michigan

64th Annual Convention

AL FAJR THE DAWN - DRUZE INTERNATIONAL MAGAZINE

EMAIL: Druze@DruzeWorldwide.com
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You TELL Usé .

HERE® WHAT A FEW READERS SAID

Canadian Druze Society
(Quebec)

Dear Mr. Shauki Halime

little extra push.

Best regards,

Nader Abouchacra
President

NALLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLL LSS LSS
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BRAZIL

Dear Mr. Shauki Haime,

Congratulations for the all your work
that somehow integrates all the
druze around the world, reducing
distances and revealing the joy and
success of the entire community.

Sincerely,
Emir Riman

Please accept our thanks and congratulations for this well
instructive magazine and for all the hard work you have done.

I think your magazine with the material that you put at our disposal
is very informative and is a motivator for many persons who need a

You are achieving new heights. You are a person of remarkable
and charming personality, passionate, dynamic and we are eager
to work together. Keep up the hard work.

Congratulations, you are setting a good example.

Canadian Druze Society (Quebec)

NANAANNANNAANANANNNANNANAA
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London, ENGLAND

It is with great pleasure & appreciation
that | read the issue of AL FAJR THE
DAWN. May God bless your efforts,
and help you achieve with this
International Druze magazine the
great goals you have set for it.

From me personally, and on behalf of
the BDS, which has celebrated its
Silver Jubilee, a sincere thank you.

Ayad Abou-Chakra
British Druze Society President

Edmonton, AB, CANADA

Dear Shauki | would like to be informed of
all our community events through your
successful issues of AL FAJR THE
DAWN, | am proud of you and your hard
work to make this magazine a success.
Please keep up your good work and we
will support you all the way. Thanks!

Sam Souky
Vancouver, BC, CANADA

It is so nice to read so many crucial
articles about our culture in the Magazine.
Thanks to the creation of this amazing
magazine, put together with endless hours
of volunteered time.

| am so excited about the future & the
possibilities. As a husband & father of two
beautiful children | look at the future with
hope & prosperity of our youth & faith.
Like so many Druze we all have struggled
& sacrificed so much for something & our
inspiration is obvious. | agree with every
article written in this magazine & our
unigue existence is what allows us to
identify & survive the tides.

Let's celebrate the Druze way always.
Let's always remember all the men &
woman that have paved the way for us.
Allah bless us all.

Daniel Zeid Jaber

What 6s Your T

Please send your comments to:

Druze@DruzeWorldwide.com

Please include your name, address,
(including Country) and phone
number. Comments chosen for
publication may be edited for length,
clarity, &content.

Also, connect with us online, at:

www.DruzeWorldwide.com

SEIEI_L_I_EI'l‘ 4V x
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The best and most beautiful things in life cannot be seen, not touched, but are-fidklentKe lhexart.
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ARGENTINA

My Druze History

By Mr. Edil Quintar

Has lived in Argentina all his life, is married and is active in Druze events as
much as possible. This article is also in Spanish later in this issue.

§1VNOILVNHEI_I_N|‘ AV e

all the livestock he had & usually in sudioday, Jujuy. Of course he was
storms no one survives. Having spgmosecuted because no crime was
weeks searching, they gave him up foommitted but was political persecution.

1
dead & sent condolences to his mother for ) L ) h>
so unfortunate an incident. In Jujuy he founded his winery, whic

currently produces & sells more thawd
I t all started with a dream in the But he had not given up, as he hagd00,000 liters per month of wine & hig})

early 190006 s fWHde% cavg,,'tpﬁhg mgu&tains where hehievement was one of the mosﬁ-l
Al Kontar (father of my survived by eating raw meat & kept warm

mother) decided that in Lebanon theydth the fur of animals that had died. Frc
were no opportunities for him & highere, & once the family had earned so
family. He then emigrated from LebandRoney. they returned to Lebanon. —+
with his father & brothers to Argentin®arents did not want him to return him
because he heard that it could "maRé9entina, & so married him very your
America® or in other words it had® @ Druze woman (Madcur) & they hac
sufficient wealth & abundance as to eafgughter.

money & progress.
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But he had already known Argentit

They arrived as immigrants, to th& he decided to return alone, leaving | _

family at Lebanon. | never knew thgnnortant industries in the province. He
reasons, whether they were economic Qnarated from his second wife |in

sentimental. My maternal grandfather Wa$gentina & his 1st wife being my
Mohamed Al Kontar (here called Manuglangmother (Madcur) of which was born
Quintar, spanish name) he was the son@f mother. He never forgot his 2nd wife
Zaki Arslam (one of the latest titles frorg always sent economic aid throughout
Lebanon). He also left a brother Whfeir jives (The daughter of his 2nd wife,

turned out to be the Ambassador Qhg peen in charge the Argentinean
Lebanon in Argentina (Riad Al Kontar). embassy in China).

He came alone, with high hopes of @ e story of the father of my father is

. : . . future bound to succeed on the basis ff |ess important. as he also came from
?&}Ip't?l. of Argentma, _Buenos Alre_s,b|t V|\_’ﬁ§uitful work. The City of San Juan wag ¢ p 3 n g n , n early 1900
u? ot Immigrants frying to get a job. roducing wine, so he decided to lea ihe ity of Catamarca (Tinogasta) where
then headed north where they heard Yy 9

i ; emaking & began to make wine. Hg worked from sun to sun, too with the
opportunities were better & establish o married an Argentina woman & hadgy, of winning because in Lébanon he Was

themselves in the city of San Ju ;
(Caucete) where he Wan>t/ed to do all kir%ughter. With a lot of hard work hg gioker of a boiler in a leather factory.

f busi h d . ¢ nded his first winery, but when the
of business that made a profit. One o Bvernor decided to put a price on wine, it They lived in an area with many wild
most daring was to bring cattle to Chile,

. . nkrupted his business. He decidedatmmals so he started a business selling
Crossing the qudlllera de Los And, Il the grapes trees out by the roots & thes with traders in the capital pf
(h.'"S)' b.Ut even if he made_ money WItR vermor decided to put him in prisodrgentina, which helped him to sell
th'.s business, it was very r_|sky._ To ﬂ]%s wife, in an act of love decided to go fwoducts there & bring their products|to
point that on one of his trips, hﬁi aid & asked to visit him in prisopeople of his town also.
encountered a snhowstorm also call ere they exchanged ctl]othes & got frjée'i |

i

fiwhite windo 5,000 yiede8ert totHe Eif) where! we li | € d (continued on page 39)
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Love is the only force capable of transforming an enemystd/aftierhdither King, Jr.
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